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Introduction

Global Patent Filing Strategies for Indian Companies:
Navigating Multi-Jurisdiction Filings

In an increasingly globalized economy, intellectual property (IP), especially patents,
plays a pivotal role in safeguarding innovations across borders. For Indian companies
with ambitions of expanding into international markets, protecting their innovations
globally is essential to maintain a competitive edge.  

However, filing patents in multiple jurisdictions requires a strategic approach, as each
region has its own legal framework, timelines, and cost considerations. We outline
practical strategies for Indian companies to navigate multi-jurisdiction patent filings
and ensure robust protection of their intellectual assets worldwide.
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1. Prioritize
Markets for
Patent Protection

Business Strategy and Market Potential

01
Focus on countries where your products or technologies
will be commercialized or where significant market
potential exists. If you plan to enter the European or North
American markets, filing in countries such as the United
States, Germany, France, and the UK would be essential.

Manufacturing Hubs

02

Competitor Presence

03
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Countries where your product or technology will be
manufactured should also be prioritized. For instance,
filing patents in China, a major manufacturing hub, can
help prevent competitors from replicating your
technology.

Filing in countries where competitors are active can
provide a competitive advantage. By securing patents in
key markets, Indian companies can block competitors
from entering those regions or challenge them on IP
grounds.

One of the most critical aspects of international patent filing is deciding
which countries or regions to file in. Indian companies should prioritize
markets based on the following factors:



2. Understand the
Legal Frameworks of
Target Jurisdictions

Patentability Standards

01
While most countries follow similar criteria for
patentability (novelty, inventive step, and industrial
applicability), the interpretation of these standards may
vary. For example, European patent examiners may apply
a stricter standard of “inventive step” than the United
States.

First-to-File vs. First-to-Invent

02

Subject Matter Eligibility

03
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Most countries, including India, follow a first-to-file
system, where the first entity to file a patent application
has priority over others. The United States previously
followed a first-to-invent system but now also operates
under first-to-file rules. 

Different countries have varying rules on what is
considered patentable subject matter. For instance, while
software patents are difficult to obtain in India and Europe
due to strict eligibility criteria, the United States offers
broader protection for software-based inventions. 

Each country has its own patent laws, examination processes, and enforceability
standards. Indian companies must familiarize themselves with the legal
requirements of target countries to avoid common pitfalls in patent prosecution.



3. Optimize
Filing in Multiple
Jurisdictions

Use the Priority Year Effectively

01
The 12-month priority window is a crucial period for Indian
companies to assess market potential and secure
investments. During this time, it’s advisable to file a PCT
application or begin filing directly in key countries.

National Phase Entry

02

Use Regional Patent Systems

03
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The PCT allows you to delay filing patent applications in
individual countries (national phase entry) for up to 31
months from the earliest filing date. This gives Indian
companies more time to evaluate the commercial potential
of their inventions before committing to the cost of filing in
multiple jurisdictions.

Regional patent systems, such as the European Patent
Office (EPO) or the African Regional Intellectual Property
Organization (ARIPO), allow companies to file a single
application that covers multiple countries. This can reduce
both administrative burdens and costs.

The first step in international filings is often the priority application, typically filed
in the home country (India) or another jurisdiction. Thereafter, by filing a single
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), you can
simultaneously seek patent protection in over 140 member countries



4. Consider Cost
Management
Strategies

Focus on Core Markets

01
Rather than filing patents in every possible jurisdiction,
focus on core markets where the most value can be
derived from patent protection.

Budget for Post-Grant Costs

02

Plan for Translations

03
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In addition to filing fees, Indian companies should account
for post-grant costs, such as maintenance fees,
enforcement actions, and legal disputes. It’s essential to
have a long-term budget for patent maintenance in
different jurisdictions.

Patent applications must often be translated into the
official language of the country where protection is
sought. Indian companies should factor translation costs
into their budget and ensure that their patent attorneys
and translators are experienced in both the technical field
and the legal requirements of the target country.

Filing patents in multiple jurisdictions can be expensive, and costs can
escalate quickly, especially when translating patent documents into local
languages or paying country-specific attorney fees. To manage these costs,
Indian companies should adopt the following strategies:



This report is intended for informational purposes only and is based on
publicly available data, proprietary research, and reasonable analytical
methods. While efforts have been made to ensure accuracy, the report
may contain unintentional errors or omissions. It should not be relied
upon as legal, business, or financial advice, nor as the sole basis for
decision-making related to investments, strategy, or intellectual
property matters.

The findings, interpretations, and conclusions presented are limited by
the available data and the scope of the analysis. Users are strongly
encouraged to seek professional advice before making any decisions.
The provider disclaims all liability for any losses or damages resulting
from the use of this report. By using it, you agree to these terms.
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